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Mushroom cultivation is one of the most significant agribusinesses in the world. It is 
also very profitable as it can be started with a low investment and small space. Mushroom 
cultivation is an up and coming source of alternative income for many agripreneurs in India. 
In the past few years there has been a huge shift towards commercial mushroom cultivation, 
as many working professionals and youngsters alike have gravitated towards mushroom 
farming as a viable alternative source of income. As a source of income mushroom farming 
has proven to be quite profitable to the cultivators and agripreneurs. Mushroom farming has 
seen an increase in the number of first-time agripreneurs starting a commercial mushroom 
cultivation venture, as well as growing consumer demand. 

While the most obvious use of mushrooms is seen in the culinary industry, processed 
foods, FMCG, and households, mushrooms are also gaining popularity in the pharmaceutical 
industry. Thus expanding the scope of sales for the people who are cultivating mushrooms on 
a commercial level. Some mushrooms are fortified with rare minerals and the medicinal 
qualities of certain mushroom varieties can be sold at high prices. The earning potential can 
greatly vary from one variety of mushroom to another. When it comes to medicinal varieties 
of mushrooms, the costs increase massively, the profit jumps up exponentially and one can 
expect to earn at a much higher potential. However, it should be kept in mind that the 
medicinal varieties require much more maintenance when it comes to storage conditions. 
They also require a sophisticated set-up and it is advised to work with these varieties after 
gaining some experience as a mushroom cultivator. Although one can also delve into such 
varieties if one has a budget high enough to outsource the technical tasks to seasoned experts. 
Professional training can help a new agripreneur or even a mushroom hobbyist understand 
the intricacies involved in producing the perfect batch of mushrooms in their own space at 
their own level. India has identified the MSME space as the most viable segment of the 
entrepreneurial community and is encouraging more people to enter it by educating 

 
 



entrepreneurs on the various licenses (FSSAI registration, trade licence, and so on) and GST 
registration-related compliances. 
With a view to nurture and enable our students with the technique of mushroom culture, the 
Entrepreneurship Development Cell of Dr. Ambedkar College had planned a one day field 
visit on  2ndMarch 2022 to PILOT MUSHROOM FARM Prop. Anant Ikhar at Pawani, 
Dist. Bhandara.  Sir explained each and every aspect of mushroom farming. How anyone can 
start doing it and what type of different products which can be made through mushroom. He 
also highlighted the profitability of this small scale business. A total of 47 students from 
different streams and member Dr. Harshala Pethe, Swati Chimurkar, Dr. Ravindra Tirpude, 
Mr. Rahul Moon participated in this visit. The Coordinator of ED Cell Dr. D.H. Puttewar 
coordinated this Industrial Visit.   
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